Loyalton Elementary School 2020-2021
A Guide to Address the Opening of School

Sierra Plumas Joint Unified School District/Sierra County Office of Education

Introduction
Sierra Plumas Joint Unified School District and Sierra County Office of Education,
along with Sierra County Public Health Department, are fully committed to working
together to prepare for the reopening of schools. All agencies share this common
set of best practices to guide our return to instruction on school sites as safely and
effectively as possible, with as much normalcy as possible.
The principles for preventing COVID-19 addressed in our plan include student
cohorting, limiting the mixing of students, environmental cleaning, and keeping
both students and staff who are sick at home.
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COVID-19
HOW IS COVID-19 SPREAD?
COVID-19 is spread mainly from person-to-person, via air droplets that contain the
virus. For example; when a person sneezes, coughs, or talks, the virus is exhaled by
the infected person and then inhaled by a nearby person. Some people do not
show any signs or symptoms of being ill but can still spread the virus. The virus can
also spread when a person touches objects and surfaces that have the virus on it
and then touches their eyes, nose, or mouth.
HOW CAN WE PREVENT TRANSMISSION?
This virus can spread easily from person-to-person so taking necessary precautions
is an important way to keep you, your family, friends, and community safe. The best
way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this virus. Key prevention
practices also include:
• Physical distancing to the maximum extent possible.
• Washing hands with soap and water, frequently, for at least 20 seconds. If soap
and water are not available then use hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol).
• Covering your coughs and sneezes. If you use a tissue, throw it away immediately
and wash your hands.
• Cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces.
• Monitoring you and your family’s health by taking temperatures and watching for
signs and symptoms of COVID-19.
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Signs & Symptoms
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Before Coming To School
Screening at Home…
Families are encouraged to take temperatures daily before sending students to
school. Anyone with a fever of 100.4° or higher should stay home. Students should
be screened for COVID-19 symptoms prior to coming to school. Those experiencing
symptoms should not attend school.
Please contact the school if someone in your home or a close contact has been
diagnosed with COVID-19. Depending on the situation, your child will likely need to
stay home for 14 days.
School staff will also be asked to screen before leaving for school and to stay home
if they have symptoms.
Arriving at School…
For students that ride the bus to school, they will have a temp check with a
no-touch thermometer upon entering the bus. If their temp is 100.3 or less they
will be allowed to enter the bus to come to school. If their temp is 100.4 or greater,
they will not be allowed on the bus and will return to their car to go home. Because
physical distancing cannot easily be maintained on a school bus, cloth face
coverings will be required and siblings will sit together. Buses will be cleaned and
disinfected after each bus route is completed, both morning & afternoon. Once at
school, students will enter their classroom from their outside classroom door, to
begin their school day.
Town students will enter through the front doors where they will also have a
temperature check with no-touch thermometer and then will proceed to their
classroom. Again 100.3 or less they are good if it is 100.4 or higher they must
return home.
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Precautions Throughout The Day
Cleaning/Disinfecting Guidelines
Schools will follow Centers for Disease Control & Prevention cleaning and
disinfecting guidelines. The guidelines include requirements for cleaning high
touch points (door handles, light switches, bathroom surfaces, etc.) at the school
throughout the school day.
Hand Washing Routines
Routines will be established with teachers and students to regularly wash their
hands and additional sanitation stations will be available throughout the school.
Ventilation
Windows and doors will be open as much as possible to provide fresh air.
Service Providers and Program Personnel
A variety of people are on a school campus to provide services and support to
students and their families. Those providers will continue to provide services, but
will need to sign in at the school office each day. These individuals will not come on
campus if they are ill, have any symptoms of COVID-19, or a temperature of 100.4°
when arriving at the school.
When parents come to the school, we ask that they come to the office and face
masks will be required.
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Precautions Throughout The
Day/Classrooms
Physical Distancing Measures
Use of shared objects will be limited, students will have their own supplies for them
to use, and each student will be provided a container to keep their stuff in.
Modified flow of traffic within the school will occur in order to create a pathway in
and out of buildings in order to minimize the mixing of students. Students will also
use their classroom outside class doors to maneuver in and to minimize the mixing
of students.
Face Coverings
Following the mandate in place 3rd graders and up will be wearing masks during
the school day. TK-2nd grade masks are strongly recommended and if any parent
wants their child that is in 2nd grade or lower to wear a mask they may send one
with them to wear or we can provide them one at the parent’s request. All staff will
wear face masks or face shields during the day while the mandate is in place.
In the Classroom
Backpacks will be hung in designated areas on a personal hook for each student.
Each classroom will have hand washing routines, and hand sanitizer available for
students each time they enter the classroom.
Teachers will wipe down desks/tables, door handles in between students moving
around.

8

STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS
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Cohort Groups
Our classes will be separated by cohorts. This allows us to have recess and lunch time
for our students together. Our cohorts are easily separated out by grade levels, and
locations of classrooms in the school.
The cohorts are:
*Transitional Kindergarten
Kindergarten
1st Grade
*2nd
2nd/3rd
3rd
*4th
5th
*6th
5th/6th
Classes will also be encouraged to continue with P.E. and using our Learning
Landscapes area using proper Covid safety precautions.
After each recess time equipment will be sprayed with cleaner using an industrial
fogger.
At lunch students will sit with their classes at assigned cafeteria tables. Staff serving
students will wear masks. Each area will be cleaned before the next set of classes
come out for lunch.
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Daily Schedule
Doors Open at 8:00
Students go straight to class/once in class if they are having breakfast they will go to
breakfast.
8:20 School Begins
Morning Recess Times
9:45-10:00 TK/K/1 Recess
10:05-10:20 2nd/3rd Recess
10:25-10:40 4/5 Recess
10:45-11:00 5th/6th Recess (two classes)
Lunch Times
11:00-11:40 TK/K/1 Lunch
11:30-12:10 2nd/3rd Lunch
12:00-12:40 4th/ 5th Lunch
12:30-1:10 5th/6th/6th Lunch
12:20 Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten Dismissed
Afternoon Recess
1:30-1:40 1st Recess
1:45-1:55 2nd/3rd Recess
2:50 Dismissal
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Student Services
Students’ Social-Emotional Well-Being

Time away from school has been challenging for most students. Teachers and other
staff on campus will be assisting students in making a positive adjustment back to
school.

Instructional Program

Distance learning has created differences in learning and support. Teachers and
other support staff will be assessing students to determine where gaps may exist in
order to help fill the gaps and accelerate learning.

Training for Students

Teachers and other support staff will take time with students to talk about what has
changed on the school campus since students left. Training will be provided in
healthy hygiene practices, use of space on school campuses, keeping physically
distant as much as possible, and how movement through the campus walkways
may have changed.
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Medically Fragile, Special Education &
Handicapped Students
Students with Underlying Health Conditions
Families are encouraged to discuss safety concerns regarding return to class with
their child’s healthcare provider to determine if the student should continue with
remote learning through the fall.

Students with Mobility, Emotional, Behavioral, Developmental Needs
Classroom staff will use all appropriate prevention measures and will encourage
students to do the same as able.

Students Receiving Specialized Physical Healthcare Procedures
Procedures will continue to be performed by trained staff members using
appropriate precautions and protective equipment.
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COVID-19 Resurgence & School Plans
We will always work closely with the Health Department in any of these instances.
Here is a chart to provide guidance for what that looks like if there is a case:

Distance Learning:
Our staff received training over the summer for distance learning. If we have to go
to distance learning we will roll into Google Classroom and will continue with our
regular curriculum.
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